Right Hon. Reginald McKenna
A very surprising and paradoxical recogniti of his growing reputation was not to be long delaye The collapse of some Coalition or other seems natural to presage a strange change in Mr. McKenna's fc tunes. The ruin of the first took him into the Cit; the ruin of the second nearly brought him out of A homogeneous Conservative Government obtain a serviceable majority; and Mr. Bonar Law so* disclosed his purpose of inviting Mr. McKenna take high office in his Cabinet. The discussio were for various reasons protracted; but with t death of Mr. Bonar Law, Mr. Baldwin, his success* definitely announced that he intended to inv: Mr. McKenna, and that Mr. McKenna had agree to accept the office of Chancellor of the Excheqi in a Conservative Government.
The larger ironies of politics have seldom : ceived a more vivid illustration. The Minister w had been howled down with contemptuous derisi by the Tory*benches as the " Six-and-eightpen man5' was now feted and welcomed by a Diehs Government, who had come into office up the basis that they could no longer co-open without contamination with Liberals. Nor am aware that Mr. McKenna has ever made a pul recantation of his own political views. I doi very much whether in post-war conditions he v ever a supporter of the McKenna Duties. It w indeed, even stated, without contradiction, in 1 recent debate upon these duties in the House Commons, that Mr. McKenna had made his acce ance of office in a Conservative Government c ditional upon the withdrawal of these duties.
The situation, however, in circumstances wit
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